Jeffrey Romano’s Advocacy Project

Exigence:
This project addresses the social problem of anti-evolutionary sentiment, which is not supported by scientific evidence. According to the website for the National Institutes of Health (http:// nihrecord.od.nih.gov/newsletters/2006/07_28_2006/story03.htm), while 99.9% of scientists accept the theory, approximately 40 to 50 percent of college students do.
Advocacy Text:
My text is a series of three satirical articles designed to poke fun at some of the popular misconceptions about evolution that are often touted as evidence against it. I chose my text because it is a good outlet for creativity, and I think the best way to combat ideas that are incorrect is to ridicule them.

Target Audience:
My target audience is any student that may come into contact with some of the arguments satirized herein, so that when and if they come into contact with them, they will know instinctively to question and research to make sure these arguments are actually correct. This act of being sure to check your information is what’s most important.

Circulation/Distribution:

I plan to distribute it to members of the class and to those at the advocacy fair.

Strategies & Rhetorical Appeals:

I chose to use mostly logically based appeals and evidence to point out some arguments that I tend to view as being built upon faulty logic or misguiding evidence. The message is less one of advocating action, and more about advocating people being more vigilant and careful with the arguments they accept.

Crocoduck Discovered! Scientists in Shock, Cameron Still Unconvinced
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“Science has never found a genuine transitional form that is one kind of animal crossing into another kind either living or in the fossil record, and there’s supposed to be billions of them! Now what I’m about to show you, does not exist…” is what Kirk Cameron, former child actor with no scientific degrees of any kind, said when he revealed the now infamous picture shown above. Providing this avian reptile as an example of the kind of transitional form evolutionists had been searching for forever and had never found, Kirk was ridiculed for what was occasionally viewed as “stupid,” and “a complete misunderstanding of evolutionary principles.” Scientists said that evolution was a proven fact, sustained by numerous transitional species, and that the discovery of this kind of transition would bring the entire theory into question. But who’s laughing now! Scientists have recently discovered remnants of a half-crocodile, half-duck fossil buried deep beneath the Paluxy River near Glen Rose Texas. Needless to say, some experts on evolution are a little bit surprised.
“But… but…” said Kenneth Miller (right), celebrated molecular biologist at Brown University and noted defender of evolutionary theory, “that’s not how it’s supposed to work…” In the midst of stammering, knocking back shot after shot of bourbon, and questioning the validity of his entire life’s work, Miller explained that while evolution posits a common ancestor between species, there should never be a transition between two currently living species. “It just doesn’t make sense… why God?” said Miller, just before he collapsed from a combination of fatigue and severe existential shock. When questioned further, the head of his department declined to comment, saying that he was busy burning all current evolution textbooks and getting ready to start over from scratch.
“My life is a lie…” said Richard Dawkins, noted atheist and opponent of Scientific Creationism, as he contemplated life as a charlatan without any shred of academic credibility. “It just makes no sense. We have Archaeoptryx, Australopithecus afarensis, Tiktaalik… they’re all parts of steady gradations from one type to another. We plotted it all out… and now this!” Citing several other examples of transitions and speaking with remarkably flat affect, Dawkins continued to explain why the Crocoduck was not only unnecessary to demonstrate evolution, but was in fact a huge blow against it. Kirk Cameron, the unsung genius who successfully predicted this upheaval, had a completely different opinion.
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“This really proves nothing,” said Kirk, with the smuggest of grins on his face. “The Crocoduck is a start, but it’s not enough.” Kirk cited the lack of transitions separating the Crocoduck from its two component species. “We really have no proof that the Crocoduck isn’t just a random anomaly. If only we could find fossils to fill these two newly created gaps in our knowledge, evolutionists would have just what they’re looking for.” He concluded by saying “If evolutionists want to convince me, they’re going to have to do a lot better than that!”

Two New Gaps Discovered in Evolutionary Fossil Record
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Holoptychius bergmanni (right) is a recently discovered species from the Devonian period (about 423 to 359 million years ago), bearing significant similarities to Tiktaalik roseae, another Devonian fish which represents one of the clearest transitions between lobe-finned fish and tetrapods. As scientists evaluate evidence to best place this fossil in the evolutionary record, what has not been taken into account is the problems this presents for the theory of evolution!

As one example of concerns about gaps in the fossil record, Ernst Mayr of Harvard University is quoted to have said “Given the fact of evolution, one would expect the fossils to document a gradual steady change from ancestral forms to the descendants. But this is not what the paleontologist finds. Instead, he or she finds gaps in just about every phyletic series.” Imagine that, gaps in the fossil record! After all, it’s not as though fossilization is a difficult process that very, very rarely occurs, or that fossils could be in many, many places and we can’t reasonably be expected to have found them all yet. Yet now they have even more to answer for! Where there was once just one gap in the evolutionary record where this new species now exists, now there are two: one before it, and one after. This discovery is truly a triumph in creationist intellectual arguments. After all, how could all the gaps be filled in when each new discovery only creates more? A dilemma! Even as I write, evolutionists are still searching for positive proof of their theory: fossilized evidence of everything that has ever been alive ever.
Massive Historical Coverup Uncovered by Clever Creationist!
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“When you do the figures, it confirms the biblical truth that everyone on Earth today is a descendant of Noah’s sons and daughters-in-law.” Writes Don Batten of Creation Ministries International in his article “Where are all the people?” Concluding that human population growth since the flood would be possible due to the laws of population growth, he continued by saying: “It is relatively easy to calculate the growth rate needed to get today’s population from Noah’s three sons and their wives, after the Flood. With the Flood at about 4,500 years ago, it needs less than 0.5% per year growth. That’s not very much” (1). Exempting the lack of genetic evidence that all humans today are descended from the same five people, this model could have some very interesting applications to human history.
For example, the Great Pyramid of Egypt, pictured above, was made in 2560 B.C., before the flood was supposed to have happened. Egyptian records do not mention any flooding. [image: image6.jpg]


Further, Chinese records chronicling all the way from 2952 B.C. appear to have no mention of any massive flooding, and to be relatively complete (Gorst 50). Along with many other examples of cultures that have seemingly existed unbroken from before the flood to after it, this begs some serious questions about how this model could be possible, leading us to one clear explanation: a conspiracy, vast in scale and sinister in intention, bent on hiding the scholarly Biblical truth from any who might attempt to believe it.
Think about it! How else could it be possible that every society in existence at the time was somehow ignorant of a flood that wiped out the entire world? Clearly, each of these societies took it in turn to fill in records and invent entire centuries of history all in the name of hiding the truth. Why, you may ask? Who knows? But, to be sure, this shocking piece of evidence for Biblical creationism and the occurrence of the Great Flood is certain to send a massive rippling effect through the fields of history, biology, and anthropology. The very thought of these Chinese, Egyptians, and Australian Aboriginal conspiring to hide the truth of the Biblical record makes my blood boil, and were I a historian, I would not rest until this travesty was corrected!
